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to modern timea in the period of the Rell8lissal1lOO and Refor
mation. The educarionel upheaval was equally 88 striking 88

that in religion, and indeed preceded and prepared the way for
the religious reform. This educational revolution, whicll con
sisted not only in the revival of the study of the classics, but
also in marked changes of method and educational ideal, is
clearly set forth aaare also the further changes and develop
ments occasioned by the Reformation itself. The great OOU£&
tional worker Luther, Melancthon, Sturm and other reform
ers, in Germany and other lands, generally overshadowed by
the fame of their religious reforms, here receives due recogni
tion ,and emphasis. The author then points out how their
reforms, as did that of the Jesuitsand other Catholic ednos
tional societies, gradually crystalized, became artificial and life
less until they lost all their vitality and effectiveness for life.
The work closes with an account of the beginnings of modern
educational reform in Oomnenius, Locke and O'liher scholers in
all lands. Each chapter is furnished with a brief but excellent
bibliography of sourcesand authorities which greatly enhances
the value of the book for the average reader, It is well done,
and must be of great value to preachers and teachers alike.

W. J. MCGLOTHLIN.

Die Handauflegung im Urchristentum nach Verwendung. Her
kunft und Bedentung in Religionsgeschichtlichem Zusarnmenhang

Untersucht von Lie. Johannes Behm, Repetent der Theologie an der

Univ. Erlangen. Leipzig, A. Deichert'sche Verlagsbuchhandling'

Naehf, 1911. Preis M. 4.50.

The imposition of hands has played an important part in the
history of Christianity, especially with regard to the significance
ofbaptism and the nature and office of the ministry, particularly
the bishop. All works on the history of Christianity, and in par
ticular those dealing with worship and the liturgy, have treated
the subject as a matter of course. Monographs haveappea:red
and still the subject is not exhausted. Another monograph of
two hundred pages lies before us. It offers little that is new ex
cept in standpoint and treatment, and reaches 00 conclusion
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which differs from that held Iby one or another of the investiga
tors who have gone before.

The author treats the subject from the strictly historical stand
point under the three divisions of its use, its origin and its
significance.

He finds that imposition of hands was practiced by Jesus in
healing and in blessing (especially children). In the apostolic
age the practice was continued in healing, and came to be used
usually if not uniformly, on the newly baptised for the impar
tation of the Spirit, and was occasionally, if not always, used in
inducting into office (ordination). The last two usages, the
author admits are nowhere imposed by command in the New
Testament and in fact, cannot be proven to have been the uni
versal, or even the usual practice, of the Christians of the first
century.

In the practice of the second and: following centuries the cer
emony played a part of ever increasing importance. Healing by
the imposition of hands continued and in exorcism became a
fixed feature of the catechumenate, Imposition of hands in
blessing continued, while the act as a part of the ceremony em
ployed in the ordination of bishops and presbyters, failing of all
evidence of its existence in the second century, is the fixed prac
tice of the third and following centuries. Imposition of hands
after baptism for the gift of the Spirit, confirmation as it is, now
caned, is also found to be general in the second and third cen
turies, and the practice of restoring penitent excommunicated
persons, and the reception of heretics to the fellowship of the
church without re-baptism by the imposition of hands, becomes
general.

So much for the practice as used. With regard to its origin
the author maintains that it has parallels in many other reli
gions, and in some respects was almost certainly the continua
tion of already existing customs. This statement is true, especial
ly as to imposition of hands in hearing and blessing, which was
widespread among many ancient peoples; the act in ordination
was probably a continuation of Jewish custom in the induction
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of men into the Sanhedrin oreldership, whiie the act in oonnec
tion with baptism seems to he entirely new.

As to its significance the author finds that it was always re
garded as a means of communicating something to the recipient,
not merely a symbol of something communicated in a super
sensible way. In the imposition of the hand in healing, the
physical health and strength of the stronger was thought to be
communicated to the weaker. In other cases it was thought that
the Holy .Spirit was actually imparted by the imposition of hands,
i. e., after baptism, in ordination and! in the restoration of ex
eluded members to church fellowship,

This book is an excellent study of this interesting phenomenon
in Christian history. Conclusions with regard to New Testa-.
ment practice may not receive universal assent, hut the author
has rendered a valuable service in throwing light backwards
upon New Testament practice.

W. J. McGLoTHLIN.

William Dell's Program einer "lutherischen" Gemeinschafts
bewegung von Theodor S iffe11, Pfarrer zu Schweinsberg. J. C. B.
Mohr, TiiJbingen, 1911. pp. 120. Preis M. 2.80.

Wimam Den was one of the most interesting characters in
the first half of the seventeenth century in England. Having
graduated from Cambridge he became ·private secretary to Laud
in 1631 and held that position for several years. At the out
break of the Revolution he espoused the Parliamentary cause
and became chaplain in the Parliamentary armies. At the dose
of the war 'he became Master of Caius College, Cambridge, a
position which he held until the restoration in 1660. Here he
exercised large influence on the religious and educational life of
those troublous and chaotic times. In the meantime he had
reached religious convictions which led him to classify himself
with the Independents, hut Which seem to have been muclt
nearer those of the Quakers, who were just beginning their
spectacular career.
, The author has given us, in this pamphlet, an illuminating

introdoctory chapter UiPOn the ferment of religious opinions pre-
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